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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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But having said that, we must hasten to say this also: even the scriptural actions by which God has instructed us to worship Him mean virtually nothing if they don't proceed from a heart of true love. And here is where we quite often fail, despite our sometimes scrupulous attention to the details of worship.


    We see worship simply as a set of respectful motions God has required us to go through, and we forget that it is our heart that He is really after. If our hearts are not warmed by gratitude and love, then our worship will fall short of real reverence.


      Even in our human relationships, we understand that the highest kinds of honor are those where respect is combined with love. We may appreciate the respect of casual friends, but we're much more deeply touched when it comes from the heart of those who know us best and love us most. In the case of God, He not only loves us, He desires to be loved by us. What He seeks from us is perhaps best described by an old word that we don't hear much anymore: adoration. Our praise grows toward perfection when the King before whom we bow is also the Father whom we love.





(Word Point-Gary Henry)








			JP





The Adversary Identified


     The two most common names of our adversary are "devil" and "satan."  The name "Satan" is translated from the Hebrew word shtn, which means adversary.  Satan is personally identified with the devil in Revelations 12:9 and 20:2.  The Hebrew word is transliterated as satan in a few places in the Greek Old Testament  (the Septuagint) but is most often rendered diabolos.  The Latin Vulgate usually rendered it diabolus.  In the Greek New Testament we have satan 36 (or 37) times and diabolos 38 times.  There is no material difference in the terms.


     The devil is also identified in several other ways, which reveal his malicious character.  He is called Abaddon (Hebrew) and Apollyon (Greek), each meaning destroyer (Revelation 9:11).  He is the serpent of old (see Genesis 3); the great dragon; the deceiver of the whole world; the accuser of our brethren (Revelation 12:9-10).  Jesus used the term Beelzebul, the ruler of demons, as a synonym for Satan (Matthew 12:24ff).  Paul called the devil Belial (Greek, Beliar, (2 Corinthians 6:15).  He is an enemy (Matthew 13:28,39); the evil one (Matthew 13:19,38); the father of lies and a murderer (John 8:44).  He is the prince of the powers of the air (Ephesians 2:2); the tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5); the evil one (1 John 5:19).  With names like these who can doubt the intention of our adversary? 











himself as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:13-15).  His servants or "angels" may not always be easily detected.  Let us now look at some of the agents used by him to accomplish the destruction of Christians.


1.  The world.  The word world is used in three ways in the New Testament.  It is used of the created universe, of humanity, and of evil forces which stand opposed to Christ.  It is in this last sense that we can say that Satan is the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4).  This "world" consists of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life (1 John 2:15-16).  The world is our adversary (John 17:14).


2.  The flesh.  This may be another way of describing the world.  The catalog in Galatians 5:19-21 shows us that the works of the flesh include physical sins like immorality (fornication) and sensuality; it also includes sins of the mind and attitude like jealousy, outbursts of anger, and envying.  One passage that caught my eye was 1 Corinthians 7:1-5.  Paul says that husbands and wives should fulfill their marital (sexual) duties to each other.  To deprive one another, he says, may allow Satan to "tempt you because of your lack of self-control."  The old tempter never misses a chance!


3.  Political and Religious Leaders.  Satan sends political and religious leaders who will do his bidding.  Through them he performs powers, signs, false wonders to deceive (Revelation 12:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-11).


Conclusion


     The concept of a real devil is unacceptable to many modern minds, but the word of God assures us that he is a real being.  Let us never forget that he is our adversary!








					





The Adversary


By Ferrell Jenkins





Christians are involved in a life and death struggle for existence.  We have the most formidable adversary the world has ever known.  He is "more powerful than a locomotive!"  Indeed, more powerful than all the nuclear weapons of the world.  He seeks nothing less than our complete submission to him.  Our adversary is the devil.  Peter described the devil as prowling about like a roaring lion.  Seeking someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8).  In this article we wish to identify this adversary in such a way that we will not fail to recognize him at any time.








The Origin of Satan


     Satan apparently is a created being.  He is a super-human being, but not co-equal with God.  Since Jesus is said to have created all things (Colossians 1:16-17), we conclude that the fall of the devil must have come at some point after his creation and prior to the appearance to Eve in the Garden of Eden.


Satan's Power and Limitation


     There is no doubt that Satan is a spiritual being of great power (Job 1,2; Jude 9), ruling over a powerful kingdom of evil (Matthew 12:26), and has other spirit beings, "his angels," who serve him (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 12:7).  He directs an organized host of wicked spirits (Ephesians 6:12), and rules the domain or realm of darkness (Colossians 1:13).  No wonder he is called the god or prince of this world.


     Satan gained the power over death and holds men in this fear (Hebrews 2:14-15).  He is a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44).  Through the sin of Eve and Adam he brought death upon the human race (Genesis 2:19; 3:4).  His power is limited and we are assured of his ultimate defeat (Job 1:10-12; Matthew 12:29; Revelation 20:10).


Subordinate Adversaries


     Our adversary is Satan, but most men probably would not recognize hid if he showed up.  In fact he disguises








Only the Loving Heart Truly Worships


. . . to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself,�is more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. (Mark 12:33)


     


     If we seek God diligently, we will find "worship" to be one of our lifelong challenges. Even when our desire is to improve the quality 


of our worship, it is not easy to get the emphasis in the right place and keep it there. We tend to lose our balance.


     One mistake we often make is presuming that God will be honored by anything that we choose to define as worship. Unfortunately, our age is characterized by a bold, self-centered approach 


to worship, one that feels free to offer God what-ever is currently fashionable in religious circles, however devoid of scriptural precedent that may be. But God has always retained the right to say what honors Him and what does not. It is urgent that we regain the kind of reverence that will 


bow before God and wait for Him to tell us the actions by which He desires to be worshiped. True worship centers on the perfect glory of the King, not on the changing tastes of His some-what rebellious subjects, and we dare not try to create God in our own image.
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;  Bro. Buddy Clark ; Sis. Elaine Clem 


Bro. Glendon Smith recovering from


surgery. Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother


Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Little Rebecca Hammond who gave us a scare this past week


Bro. Ronnie Collier, friends of the Phillips


recovering from a heart attack and has now developed a blood clot in his leg.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. 


Bro. Ken Gay who will be in Japan for 


two weeks on business.


Others who may be traveling for the holidays.





____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jason Gaston


Song Leader---David Holmes


Lord's Supper---Steve Huff


   Asst. 1-----Brad Bowman


   Asst. 2-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 3-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 4-----Jack Green


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer----Joe Phillips


Read Scripture---Ron Wood


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Malcolm Smith


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Rodee Bruns


Song Leader-------Zack Huff


2nd Prayer------Rex Veteto


Read Scripture ---George Wilcox


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Steve Huff


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Jack Green


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Tramell


Invitation---Malcolm Smith


Closing Prayer---Rex Veteto





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














